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SECURITY INFIRMATION

16 Pevruary 19953

JOMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director {Administratioz)
SUBJEOT: Rationel Secwrity Medal

1. Pregident Truman's letter of Janusry 19 sutharizing the DCI _
to avard the National Security Medal was addressed "Desr Mr. Director'.
8ince General Smith wes then Director and his name appesrs on the
bottam of the letter, the question has been raised whether the telegu-
tions of suthority in the igvter ran to him personally or to the office
of the Director. I think the tackground set forth below clemrly estab-
iishes thet the intent wes to delegate the authority to the Director se
an office, not a8 an individual.

2. As you know, the Executive Oxder intentionally contained no
mention of CIA or the DCI, nor did the regulations iimued thereunder
by the Fresident. The Executive Secretary of the Naticosl Security
Council wes designated in both the adar and tha regulaticns to approve
t“he design and to receive recommendations for adards. This was discussed
repeatadly with Mr. Roger Jores, Asaistent Dirediar of the Burecu of the
Budget, snd was alsc discussed with Mr. lay, Exscutive Becretary of Lhe
e, It was agreed that the clesr purpose of ell thess documents was to
provide for the medal and to assuve that it would be swarded by the
Director of Caentrel Intelligence vhile, at the seme Lime, no pultiic men-
tion would be made of CYA.

3. When we sutmitted drafts of the réegulations te Mr. Roger Jones,
he alsc esked us to sumit & draft of the gpecific confidentinl authori-
zation to the Directoer. This we did, and the dmwft ves addressel to
the Director of Central Intelligence. Mr, Jones called us on the ROTD -
ing of 19 Jamuary saying that the order and reguiations hed beex signed
mmtmwutmmmpnwmmmmmm-
written on White House stationary. He told us that there vas heavy
pressure in the White House for last minute signeture of documents and
we could only hope that the letter would be sigred before 20 Jesuary.
The letter was redrafted in the ¥hite House in ite present form and we
mmyummtmtbathmemthhmdmm
made this draft without giving thowght to the difference between a
genazal and special designation. Bince all arrapgemsnts had been agread
on before, however, and since I understand Genarsl Smith had dincussed
them vith President Truman, ve see uo reascn to believe that Pressident
Truman intended in any way to limit the designation to General Saith
personally. Subsequently, I sent a latter to the Bucuiive Secretary of
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the National Security Council enclosing & copy of ‘the President’s
letter and raminding him that ae we had previously agreed, any
recommendations received by him wonld automatically be referred to
the DCI.

b, I trust this is sufficient to support the generslity of the
designation snd to answer any furtber questions that may be ralsec lo
this connection.

LAWEERCE R. HOUSTOR
General Counsel
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